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"There is another thing I want to tell you, Master Chin. When
you come again, do not come so early, but come at twilight. By
that time I shall know for certain whether she will be free or
not that evening and can tell you accordingly. Do what I say
and depend on me."
Thereafter Chin Chung went to Chiu-ma's house every day after
his day's selling was over but for more than a month he had no
luck.
Then on the fifteenth of the twelfth month his luck came. It
had snowed and it was cold as the west wind began to blow. The
ground was happily dry because of the cold. After spending the
greater part of the day in carrying on his trade, Chin Chung
dressed himself up as usual and went to Chiu-ma's house. She met
him with a smile on her face, saying, "Luck is with you today, you
are ninety-nine parts toward success." "What is the part that is
lacking," Chin Chung asked. "It is that Meiniang is not yet home.
But she ought to be back soon. She is at a snow party given by
Yu Tai-wei. He is a man over seventy and no longer interested in
matters pertaining to 'breeze and moonlight.' He said he would
send Meiniang back before dusk. So go to the bridal chamber
and drink a cup of wine against the cold while you wait for her
to return."
With Chiu-ma leading the way, Chin Chung passed through
several courts and made many turns before he came to Meiniang's
quarters. It was only a one-story structure, but very bright and airy.
To the left was a room for maids while to the right was Meiniang's
own room, locked from the outside. There were also two side
chambers attached to the main building. In the center was the
reception room. A krge painting by a well-known artist hung on
the wall, and all manner of curios were on the tables. There were
also many poems pasted on the walls. These Chin Chung {Kissed
over hurriedly, regretting that he could not lay claim to Jxing a
scholar. He marveled at the ekgance displayed in the room and
wondered to himself how much more elegant and luxurious
Meiniang's own room must be and decided it was well worth
speeding ten tads to enfoy such luxury and degaace &r one night.